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RACIAL DISPARITY IN THE OH-505 CoC 

Preliminary Assessment Summary 

 

Background 

Over the past year, the OH-505 CoC raised its awareness of racial disparity as it relates to 

homelessness, starting with a simple prevalence statistic in its 2017 Annual Statistics 

presentation, comparing the adults who experience homelessness with all adults in the CoC’s 

geographic area, Montgomery County, OH. The difference was stark. A review of U.S. Census 

and HMIS data showed that, while African-American make up only 21% of all adults in 

Montgomery County, they represent close to half (46%) of the adults experiencing 

homelessness. This statistic led to a discussion at the Spring CoC meeting followed by additional 

examination of the issue at an HSPB Executive Committee meeting. The HSPB Executive 

Committee has begun consideration of ways in which the CoC Governing Board should be 

engaged in responding to racial disparities at the project, agency, and system levels.  The SPARC 

Phase One Study Findings from the Center for Social Innovations was identified as a resource 

for all CoC and CoC Governing Board members https://center4si.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/08/SPARC-Phase-1-Findings-March-2018.pdf.  

 

Following the 2017 Annual Statistics presentation, CoC staff conducted additional, preliminary, 

data analysis on potential racial disparity in the homeless system. To identify if there were any 

disparities in the provision of service within or outcomes from the homeless assistance system 

the CoC examined the racial breakdown of adults at varying points along the continuum of 

service and housing and also looked at performance measure data.  Specifically, the CoC 

analyzed data on: 

 Entry into shelter and street outreach; 

 Having a coordinated entry intake assessment; 

 Housing score/referral type on comprehensive front door assessment tool; 

 Exits to PH (and other types of destinations)  

 Enrollment in RRH, TH, and PSH; 

 First Time Homeless; and 

 Returns to Homelessness after an exit to PH within 6 and up to 12 months. 

 

Preliminary findings were inconclusive, with some data points seemingly showing no disparities 

while others were not so obvious.  All will require further analysis, which the CoC is committed 

to undertaking. The CoC will work with partners such as the Urban League of Southwestern 

Ohio, which publishes an annual the State of Black Dayton that includes a section on the State 

of Black Homelessness in Dayton. In addition, the CoC will be participating in statewide racial 

equity and homelessness training sponsored by COHHIO (Coalition on Housing and 

Homelessness in Ohio), with the assistance of National TA. 
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